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the Ist of Mar, 1866, Ninth General 
Conference of ‘the Methodist Dintentant’ Church, according to 
appointment, assembled at the M. P. Church, in Georgetown, D. 


C., at about 10 o'clock, A. M., and was called & order; and on 


motion, Rey. W. H. Wills, of North Carolina, was chosen Presi- 
dent, pro tem., and Bro. G. J. Cherry, Secretary, pro tem. 
The Conference was formally opened with religious services by 
the President, when, on motion of Dr. L. W. Batchelor, the Con- 
ference proceeded to ascertain who were entitled to sit as mem- 
bers of the body. 

Whereupon following, from and ether evidences 
satisfactory to the Conference, were recognized as Representatives 
from their respective Districts, and admitted to seats: 

Marytann.—Ministers—F. Waters, D.D., J. J. Murray, D. >: 
L. 'W. Bates, 8. B. Southerland, L. ; Cox, J. K. Nichols, John 
Roberts, J. T. Murray. | 

Laymen—W. D. Massey, J. B. Mathews, Joseph Libbey, Gen. 
R. Thomas, J. A. Kennedy, A. Newman, L. Cox, Jr., J. 
Bartlett.: 
Carontina— H. Wills, J she Paris, 
Pegram, J. L. Michaux, R. H. Wills, J. C. Deans, J. H. Page, A 
W. Limeberry. 


L. W. G. Cherry, ig Pickens, 


D. M. Lee, M. T. Whitaker, F. Harris, Col. D. B. Bell, WwW, 


Trotter, 


“VIRGINIA. G. Whitfield, Wn. McGee, R. B. 
Thomson, D.D., M. J. Langhorne. 


Laymen—Gen. Woodhouse, ©, ‘W. Button, Wm. Harding, 
J. F. Crocker. | 


ALABAMA.— Ministers—F. L. B. Shaver, S. kK, Cox x, D.D., Dr. 
D. B. Smedley, Luther L. Hill, Dr. Isaac Spangler. _ 


Laymen—Hon. B. 8. Bibb, Hon. P. T. Graves, Dr. C. M. How- 


ard, Milton J enkins, C. E. Crenshaw: 
ILLINors. — Layman—O. Ames. 


| _DrsMoINE Mission CONFERENCE. — Messenger —Rev. John Sex- 
smith, 


Rey. Dr. Murray offered a Resolution, calling for the appoint- 


ment of a committee to ascertain and report what relation is 
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A letter from O. Ames, Lay Representative elect from Illinois 
Conference, was read before the body, and, on motion, referred 
to the Committee on Conference Relations, _ 

A letter from Rev. E. F. Westfall, W. Va., was also read, and 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

‘On motion of Dr. Murray, the Rules of Order were ordered to 
be’ printed for the use of the members. 

On motion of Rev. John Roberts, the fotiowinis hours of meet- 
ing and adjournment were determined upon—8} A.M; Religious 
exercises until 92, at which time the Conference shall proceed to 
business, and at 12g P.M. take recess until 23, and adjourn at 
pleasure. 

On motion of Dr. Mureay, it was determined t have nine 
Standing Committees of Conference, and to be constituted as fol- 
lows: 

On Journals, 6 members. Boundaries, 5. J udiciary, 4, Kx- 
ecutive, 3. Literature, 3. Means of Grace, 3. Finance, 3. 
Home and Forei Missions, 8. Sabbath Schools, | 

On motion of Dr. Batchelor, it was determined that all ques- 
tions of order, not embraced in the Rules of Order, should be 
decided in accordance with Parliamentary law. 

A letter from Rev. J. Clay, of Maryland, on the subject. of 
Church Registers, was read me E laid on the table, but mitequently 
was called up and referred to the Executive Committee. — 

On motion of Rev. Wm. McGee, the vote making the election. 
of permanent officers the Order of the Day for to- “morrow at 3 
o'clock, was reconsidered, when he moved to go into "election. 
forthwith. 

Dr. Murray moved to amend by eiaitog it the Order of ae 
Day to-morrow, at 11 o’clock, A. M., which was carried. 

The following Resolution, offered by Rev. W. H. Wills, was, on 
motion, referred to the J udiciary Committee. 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this General Conference, no Circuit or 
Station is entitled to a Delegate for any itinerant minisier residing thereon, 


unless he be appointed thereto either i! the Annual Conference or the President 
of the District. 


T. H. Pegram the. following 


Can a minister be a member of two Quarterly Conferences at the same time— 
one by. virtue of his being a Superintendent of a Circuit, and the other by vir- 
tue of his being a Trustee ? 


Which, on motion, was referred to the J udiciary Committee. 
Dr. Batchelor, offered the following : 


Resolved, That all appointments of Trustees hereafter made shall be for life, 
provided they continue their membership in the Methodist Protestant Church. 


Which, on motion, was referred to the J ‘udiciary Committee. 
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gygtained to this General Conference, by the following named An- 
nual Conferences :—The Boston, New York and Vermont, Onon- _ 

daga, Genessee, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, Muskingum, Qhio, be 
Michigan, West Michigan, Wabash, Indiana, North Illinois, South > —_— 


inoisTlinois, Iowa, North Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. 
Rev. John Paris moved to amend by adding Western Virgna  . 7 
to the list, which failed. 
‘Dr. Batchelor moved to’amend by striking out Sie Illinois Con- 
ference from the list, which also failed, when the original resolu- 


tion was adopted; and the following were appointed the said ?. 
committee, viz: Rev. Dr. J. J. Murray, Rev. Wm. McGee, Rev. le 
John Paris, Dr. L. W. Batchelor and W. D. Massey. - _ 


The Conference then took recess until half-past 2 o'clock, P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Conference met at the appointed hour. 


On motion, the election of the permanent officers of the Con- 
ference was made the Order of the Day for 3 o'clock to-morrow. 

On motion of Dr. Murray, the Rules of Order of the last Gen- 
eral Conference, with the exception of Rule the 2d, which had 
been anticipated, and with slight modifications already passed by 
the body, were adopted for the government of this Conference. 


oe 4th, on motion of Dr. Batchelor, being so amended as to. 
read : 


Rute 4.—A]l motions and addresses shall be made to the Chair standing, and 

_ each member, on rising thus to address the Chair, shall address him as ‘‘ Mr. 
President,’’ and then remain silent until he shall have been recognized and an- — 

nounced by the Chair as representative from his respective Conference. Whilst 

a member is speaking, none shall pass between him and the President, or hold 


rea with another. In putting a question, the President shall do it stand- 
(The following is a corrected copy of the Rules of Order.) a 
| On motion, all Ministers of our own and other Churches, who —_— 
may be in attendance on this Conference, were admitted to seats Ny 
- within the bar, and Rev. J. T. Murray, Editor of the Methodist an 
Protestant was admitted to honorary membership in the body. 


Whereupon, the Rev. Dr. Balch, of the Presbyterian Church, and 
Rev. Dr. Edwards, of the M. E. Church, were introduced to the 
Conference, and invited to seats within the bar of the house - and 


Rev. J. T. Murray befittingly acknowl " 
sty acknowledged the compliment paid 
On motion, the Pastors of the several Methodist Protestant * 
Churches in Georgetown and Washington, were requested to act 4 
as a Committee on Pulpit Service. i ta | | 4 
_ On motion of Dr. Batchelor, all letters and papers directed to 4A 


this Conference were referred to the President ore eat 
and at his discretion to be read before the rae be read by him, 
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The President, in accepting the position, made a few appro- 


priate remarks in relation to the peculiar circumstances under 


which the body had met, and thi consequent sparseness of the at- 
tendance upon its sessions. And thanking the Conference for the 
honor conferred upon him, and soliciting the aid of its members 
in his efforts to fulfill the duties of the office, he resumed the 
chair. 


Whereupon, Rev. J. T. Murray | Editor of the Methodist Protest- 


ant, called the attention of the Ripotter for the daily papers, to 


the importance of being careful and exact in their reports of the 
of the body. 

Before proceeding. weit the ballot for it was ordered 
by the Conference, that the following Alternates of the Maryland 


District be enrolled in place of certain members elect who vould 
not be present: 


Minster—H.C. Cushing. 

Laymen—T. A. Newman, J. A. 

fey. Dr. Butler, of the ‘Lutheran chook. was introduced to 
the Conference, and invited to a seat within the bar 

The Conference then proceeded to ballot for Secretary, which 


continued up to the hour of adjournment without effecting an 


election, when the Conference took recess, with the Benediction 
the President. 


SESSION. 


Conference met, and proceeded with the balloting for Seereticy, 
when, on the sixth ballot, Rev. J. K. Nichols, of the Maryland 
Conference, was declared. duly elected Secretary of the body. 

The Conference then went into ballot for Assistant Secretary, 
which resulted, on the third ballot, in the election of G. J. Cherry, 
of the North Carolina District. 


On motion of Rey. John Roberts, at the instance of Rev. H. 


C. Cushing, the Maryland Delegation were permitted to withdraw 


the name of that brother from the list of Ministerial Representa- 


tives, and to substitute the name of Rev. Pad Murray, Alternate, ; 
in its stead. \ 


Dr. Batchelor offered the following Resolution, which, on mo- 
tion, was referred to the Judiciary Committee : 


Resolved, That it is the judgment of this General Conference that the Annual 


Conferences have the right, according to the Constitution of the Methodist 


Protestant Church, to require the Quarterly Conferences to send up their 
journals to that body. 


On motion of Rey. J. T. Murray, Rev. D. W. Bates, Alternate — 


from Maryland, was admitted to a seat in the body, ; in place of 


Rev. L. W. Bates, member elect from that Conference, who is ab- 
sent. 
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On motion of Rev. J. Roberts, it was ordered that two Secre- a 
taries be elected to the body, and, on motion of Rev. W. McGee, | a 


that one of them should be known as the Assistant Secretary. ve 
On motion, Conference adjourned with prayer by Rev. S. B. 
Southerland, 
Mornina SESSION. or 
Conference met. Religious services conducted by Rev. W. - 
The minutes of the previous day were read, amended, and ap- 
proved. 


Dr. Murray asked and obtained leave for the Committee on 
Conference Relations to retire. 
On motion, Gen. R. Thomas, Alternate, from Maryland, was 

admitted to a seat, in place of Joseph Graham, member elect. — 

On motion of Rev. W. McGee, the Virginia Delegation were 
enrolled upon the Minutes as already reported upon the Confer- 

Dr. Batchelor moved that the North Carolina Delegation be 
also enrolled upon the Minutes, when a discussion arose in rela- 
tion to the name of Rev. R. H. Wills, who was proposed to take the. 
place of Rev. J. B. Ball, member elect, but who would not be 
present-he, the said Wills, having been elected, as was alleged, — 
in excess of the true constitutional representation of said District, — 
and the whole subject, en motion of Rev. J..G. Whitfield, was 
referred to a special committee. 
J. G, Whitfield, J. K. Nichols and Dr. Batchelor, were appoint- 
ed the said Committee. 

Rev. IF. L. B. Shaver, of the Alabama Conference appeared, _ 
presented his credentials, and was admitted to a seat in the body. 
Rev. Dr. Hamilton, of the M. E. Church, and Rev. Mr. Taylor, 
of the Presbyterian Church, were introduced to the Conference 
and invited to seats within the bar. ve 

On motion of Rev. F. L. B. Shaver, the Representatives elect 
of the Alabama Conference, were enrolled as already reported on ~ 


the Conference List. 


_ At 11 o'clock, the Order of the Day having arrived, on motion, 
, it was deferred five minutes to complete the business in hand, 


when the Conference went into the election of permanent officers. j | 
8. B. Southerland and T. H. Pegram being appointed 
On the fifth ballot for President, Rev. W. H. Wills, of the North 


Carolina Conference, the pro tempore incumbent, was declared 
duly elected as the presiding officer of the Conference. 
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9 
~ On motion. of Rev. J. T. Murray, it was resolved to go into 
Convention on the Book Concern and Periodical, on Saturday — 


next, at 10 oclock. | 
Conference adjourned with the Benediction by the President. 


THURSDAY—THIRD DAY. 
Mornine SEssion. 


‘Conference met. Religious services conducted by Rev. J. K. 
_ The Minutes were read and approved. | eee 
Rev. J. G. Whitfield, from the Committee on Journals, made a 
Report, which, on motion of Dr. Batchelor, was made the order 
of the day for 11 o'clock. The following is the Report, (No. 2): 


The undersigned, members of the Committee on Journals, beg leave to report 
in part that they find on the journals of the North Carolina District the follow- 
ing motion: ‘‘ that unconverted persons are not entitled to membership in the > 
Methodist Protestant Church,’’ which we believe to be unconstitutional.— 


See Art. 2, Sec. 1. 
Dr. Batchelor offered the following: 
Wuereas, There are ten or more Annual Conferences belonging to the Meth-— 


odist Protestant Church, and. only three of them, so far as we are advised, or 
_know, are clothed with conventional powers ; therefore, be it > 


_ Resolved, That this General Conference is not clothed with conventional 
L. W. BATCHELOR, 
JOHN PARIS. 
Rev. D. W. Bates moved its reference to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. | 


seconder, and be read aloud by the Secretary before any debate or question is 
had thereon.’’ | 


The Chair ruled, that in order to amend the Rules of Order, it 
would be necessary to reconsider that document, whereupon Rev. 
D. W. Bates moved a reconsideration for the PaEpone, which was 
carried, and the Rules of Order were amended in accordance 
with the pending Resolution, and, thus amended, were re-adopted — 

On motion of Dr. Murray, the Rules of Order were again re- 
considered, the previous question being called thereon, when the > 


: 
| 
ly 
“oe r. Murray moved to lay it on the jtiable; which prevailed. 
| Rev. J. G. Whitfield moved th 6th Rule, of the Rules of 
. Order, b ded as to read 
a rder, be so amended as to read: 
af a very motion made and seconded, except motions to adjourn, to lay on the 
~~ table, a call for the previous question, for the yeas and nays, and for a ulvision 
eet of the house and verbal amendments, shall, if required by the secretary, or 
any ménber, be handed to the Chair in writing, signed by the mover’ an 
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The Committee on Conference Relations asked permission to 
retire, which was granted. 

The Committee to whom was deferred the point raised in con- 
nection with the filling up of the North Carolina Delegation, 
having retired, by permission, for a short time, returned, and 


through their Chairman, Rev. J. G. Whitfield, made the following 
report, (No. 1,) which was adopted: _ 


The special Committee, to whom was referred the as raised in determining 
the list of ministerial representatives from the North Carolina District, beg 
leave to report the following principles, which they think should apply to the 
election of represent itives in the future, but not to have an ex post facto effect : 

1, That a majority, according to the law of the Electoral College, constitutes 


an election of persons receiving such majority; without reference to the number 
of votes above such majority- 
2. That where it may be ascertained, after the adjournment of the Aitkaal 
Conference next preceding the General Conference, that there was an excess of 
members elected to the General Conference, over and above the number to which 
the District is legally entitled, upon one or more balloting, then the one or _ 

more in the excess, who received the lowest vote on the last ballot, shall be — 


considered stich excess, and consequently not legally a member or ‘members 
— elect to the ensying General Conference. 


We recomme ad. however, that as the North Caboliag District j is entitled: to | 
eight ministeria represeniatives, that the name of Rev. R. H. Wills be continued 
on the journal asa ministerial member from said District, as even then ‘the 

District will have but seven ministerial members in attendance. 


J. G. WHITFIELD, 
J. K. NICHOLS, 
L. W. BATCHELOR, 
The President announced the following Standing Committees : 
On Journals :—J. G. Whitfield, T. H. Pegram, J. C. Deans, L. 
W. Batchelor, W. D. Massey, T. A. Newman. 


On Boundaries :-—J ohn Robert, A. W. Lineberry, P. “J. Bart- 
lett, R. H. Wills. 


On the Judiciary : ‘Waters, J Roberts, Wn. McGee, 
J. Cherry, R. Thomas. 


Executive :—F. L. B. Shaver, IG: Whitfield, C. W. Button. 

Tnterary:—J. J.) Murray, J.T. Murray, R. Thomas. 

Means of Grace :—John Paris, H. B. Cox, Jr. 

finance :—Wm. McGee, J. H. Page, J. B. 1 Mathews. 

Home and Foreign Mi issions :—S. B. Southerland, Paris, 
W. Button. 

Sabbath Schools : W. Michaux, oseph Libbey. 

Dr. Batchelor offered the following Resolution: | 


Resolved, That this General Conference is not clothed with conventional. 
powers. 


Pending a motion to refer: in the J ndiciar Oommitten, on mo- 
tion of C. W. Button, the Resolution wag laid on the table, for 
the purpose of introducing the following; which was carried: 


ftesolved, That the Committee on the J udiciary be requested t d 
report to this body whether this General Conference be ested to examine and 
tional powers. \ C.W. BUTTON, | 

L. B. SHAVER. 
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MINISTERIAL. W. Wills, John Paris, A. W. Line- 
berry, T. H. Michaux, Dr. F. Waters, Dr. J. J. 
Murray, John Roberts.—8. _ 

LaIcALu.— Yeas: R. Thomas, Cox, C. W. 


LatcaL.—LVays: Dr. Batchelor, G. J. Cherry, J. B. Mathews. 
—3. 


cided in the negative—a DERBY of both houses being necessary 
to an affirmative. 


Rey. T. H. Pegram offered the following, which, on motion, 
referred to’the Committee on Boundaries: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of so altering the boundaries of the North Carolina District as that 


it may embrace that portion of Tennessee east of the Tennessee and Clinch ~ 
rivers. | 


T. H. PEGRAM, 
J. H. PAGE. 


Dr Batchelor offered the following, which was lost: 


Resolved, ‘That in the opinion of this General Conference the appointment of 


Rev. Thos. L. McLean as Supernumerary Assistant on the Jefferson Circuit and 


Frederick Mission i is in contravention of the Rule of Discipline, on page 64. 


Rev. J. T. Murray presented certain items from the Minutes of 
_ the Maryland Annual Conference, one praying for a “ Disciplinary . 


law, declaring that the bearing of arms in military service by 
Ministers of the Gospel in the Methodist Protestant Church, is 
inconsistent with their mission of peace, and in violation of their 
Ordination vows’’—which was referred to the Judiciary Com- 


mittee. And another, praying for ‘‘a change in our Book of 


Discipline as that in Stations and Missions admittance to full 
membership shall be by a vote of the majority of the Quarterly 


Conference '’—which was referred to the Executive Committee. 


- The Judiciary Committee made the following Report, (No. 3,) 
which was adopted : 


The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred the resolution of brothers 


Button and Shaver, requesting an examination into and report upon the enquiry © 


whether this General Conference be clothed with conventional powers, have had 


the same under consideration, and beg leave to report, that they are of opinion | 
- that no General Conference can have constitutional powers without a recom- — 


mendation, in writing, from two-thirds of the whole number of the Annual 
Conferences.—See Discipline, page 33, Article 17, Sec. 1. And, whereas, we 
have no evidence that more than three of the Annual Conferences have made 
any such recommendation as is contemp'ated in the Discipline; therefore, 
fesolved, That ‘this General Conference is not clothed with conventional 


powers. 
| F. WATERS, 
J. ROBERTS, 
R. THOMAS, 
G. J. CHERRY, 
WM. MoGEE. 


On motion of Rey. J. Roberts, it was ordered that to-morrow — 


There being a ‘tie “eo among the Laity, the duestion was de- 
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final Rule, referring all questions outside of the Rules themselves, 


to Parliamentary law for decision, was, on motion, stricken out. ? 
At 11 o'clock, the Order of the Day having arrived, the Re- 
port of the Committee on Journals (No.2) was taken up and dis- ca 
A motion to lay on the table, after some conversation, was Bae 
- withdrawn, that the Chairman of the Committee might be heard Bee 
on the merits of the question. 
Pending the motion to adopt the Report, L. J. Cox, Jr., Lay es 
Representative from and Rev. J. L. Michaux, Minis- 
terial Representative from North Carolina, appeared, and took i 
_Aheir seats, as members of the body. 


The Conference then took recess. 


~ Conference met, and the Chair decided that the body, having 4 
failed to re-adopt the Rules of Order after the last reconsideration — ie 
of them, was acting without Rules of Order; whereupon the Con- 4 
ference, on motion, re-adopted the Rules of a 
- A letter from J. A. Kennedy, Alternate elect from Maryland, a 
was received, informing the Conference that it would be imprac- a 
ticable for him, from pressure of business, to fill the seat assigned a 
him in the body, which was read and laid on the Secretary’s | ‘ 
Conference resumed the business pending at the time of adjourn- q 
ment—the consideration of Report No. 2, which, after much dis- _ q 
cussion was laid on the table, when Dr. Murray offered the ©§ §& 
The North Carolina Conference is invited to review its action. so as to make _ 7 
the phraseology of its resolution conform to the letter of the 2d Article of the 1s 
Constitution, 


’ _ This was laid on the table, when C. W. Button offered the fol- 


Resolved, As the sense of this General Conference that all persons who evince 
yy earnest desire to flee the wrath to come 


and conversation, to evince sucha desire, by 
nce such a desire, are entitled t ip j 
Methodist Protestant Church. 0 membership in the 


C. W. BUTTON, 
F. L. B. SHAVER. 


: tion of Dr. Batch- 
p from the table, whereupon 


This was algo laid on the table, when, sh mo 
elor, the original Report was taken u 


the previous question was called for, also a division of the house, : 

The result was as follows: eae 4g 
_ Mmustertan.— Yeas: R. H. Wills, J. H. Page, J. C. Deans, J. | 


YT. Murray, 8. B. Southerland, J. K. Nichol 
Whitfield, F. L. B. Shaver—9, ichols, Wm. McGee, J | G 
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Rev. J. Paris, the:'Committee on Means of present- 


eda Report (No. 5,) which, on motion of Rev. L. W. Bates, was 


recommitted. 
Rev. J. G. Whitfield, the Gomittes on J presented 


the following Report, (No. 6,) which was adopted : 


The Committee on Journals beg leave to report further, that they find in the 
printed Minutes of the Alabama District the following resolution : 

‘* Resolved, That this Annual Conference so construe Article 2d, Section 2d, 
of the Constitution as to allow its ministers to admit persons into full member- 
ship in the Church without compelling them to serve a probationary state.’ 

Which we submit to the Conference whether it be not an unconstitutional 
construction of the Article and Section named in the Resolution—the Com- 
mittee being of opinion that itis. — 

2d. That the Committee have in their bun da aly the Journals N. C. District 
for eight years past; printed and manuscript Minutes for seven Conferences of 
the Va.-District, since 1859; and printed Minutes of the Alabama District of 
their last s session of Conference. These they have examined. 

| J. G. WHITFIELD, 
T. H. PEGRAM, 
J. C. DEANS, 
Lag BATCHELOR. 


Cherry, from the Judieiary Committee, presented the fol- 


lowing Report, (No. 7,) which, on motion, was considered item by 


item, and finally adopted as a whole: 


The J udiciary Committee beg leave to report that they dv had under con- 
sideration the Resolution of Dr. Batchelor, requesting the General Conference 
to enact a Disciplinary regulation requiring the appointments of Trustees to 
hold Church property, in the Methodist Protestant Church, to be made for life— 


aud that they see no necessity for any additional legislation on the subject, 


believing that the present Disciplinary regulation in the premises covers all the 
ground contemplated in the above-named Resolution ;. therefore, , 
Resolved, That no additional, legislation is necessary for the appointment of 


Trustees io hold Church property. in the Methodist Protestant Church. (See - 
Discipline—page 70.) 


The Judiciary Committee, beg leave to report further, that they. have consid- 
ered the Resolution referred to them on the question of right on the part of an 
Annual Con‘erence to require Quarterly Conferences to send up their Journals 
to the Annual Conference—and that they find no clearly defined law in the 
Constitution, or Discipline, investing such a right in an Annual Conference. 
But they are of opinion, that this General Confi rence is competent to confer 


upon Annual Conferences authority to require the presence of Quarterly Con- 


ference Journals, when they shall deem ‘hem necessary in any given case. (See 


F. WATERS, 
J. ROBERTS, 
WM. 
G. J. CHERRY. 
At 11 o'clock, the Ordet of the _— having arrived, the Report 
on Conference Relations was taken up, and considered item by 
item. 
The first item was read sha adopted, when, after considerable 
discussion, the remaining items Were laid on the table, but subse- 


—Dis., page 20. Const., Art. 4, Sec. 2d, last clause. ) 


quently, on motion of Rey. 8. B. Southerland were taken up, and 


recommitted. 
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morning the several Conferences be called over, when any busi- 
ness from them may be introduced. _ 

~ On motion of Dr. Batchelor, the Rules of Ordef were recon- _ Be. 

‘sidered’ and so amended as that only the first half hour shall be se 
devoted to religious services, and that the business of the Confer- | ._ 
ence shall be commenced at 9 o'clock, and, thus amended, they ae 
were re-adopted by the Conference. * 


The Conference then adjourned with the Benediction by the Bah 


FRIDAY—FOURTH DAY. 
Mornine SEssION. 


Conference met. Religious exercises conducted by Rev. T. H.. 
‘Pegram. The Minutes were read, amended, and approved. 
_ Dr. Murray, from the Committee on Conference Relations, made 
a Report, (No. 4,) and, on motion of Dr. Batchelor, it was made — 
the order ‘of .the-day far li o clock, 


Dr. Batchelor offered the following, which was lost 


— Resolved, That no motion to reconsider afiything that has been passed by 
the Conference shall be entertained, unless it be made on the same day, or 
T.H.PEGRAM. 
In accordance with a previous Order the Conference Districts § (“9 
* were called over, that any business the Representatives might rn 
have to ses from their respective Conferences, might be laid 
on the Secretary's table; whereupon, Dr. Murray, of the Mary- 
land District, presented an item from the Minutes of his Confer- 
ence, in relation to Sabbath-School Superintendents being intro- 
duced into the Quarterly Conferences, which was subsequently 
referred to the Judiciary Committee. atts — 
On motion of Rev. J. T. Murray, Rev.’T. B. Balch, of the Pres- ‘ 
byterian Church, was granted leave to present a matter of interest i 
to the Conference, proposing to distribute gratuitously among the 
members from the South, his very pleasant and entertaining 
pamphlet, entitled “Letters from my Manse during the War’—_ ie 
| when several of the brethren responded most appreciatingly to a 
_his kind proposition, and the pamphlet was laid on the Secretary's ‘& 
table for distribution. 
_ Dr. Batchelor offered the following which was, on motion, re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee : 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Conference, a minister who “a 
has been transferred to the Unstationed i ist cannot be received into the Annual = 4 
Conference without a recommendation from a Quarterly Conference: nor does 7 
the employment by the President of the District, without ‘a recommendation 4 
from a Quarterly Conference, entitle him to a seat in the Annual Conference. 


: 
\ 
5 
i 
, 
‘ 
pet, 
Sa 
. 
q 
4 
é 
4 ; 
i 
ky 
ig 
ean 
Wet 
4 
x 
: 
ry : 
q 
Sy 


15 


Ostisladee of Baptism/is omitted. This, we have understood, was not inten- 
tional on the. part of the Convention which formed our Constitution and Dis- 
cipline, but simply an omission. Your Committee, therefore, recommend that 
it be inserted in the category of the Means of Grace in the next edition of our 

In conclusion, your Committee cannot be too earnest in recommending, that 


our ministry should always prayerfully exhort ourA/membership to a faithful 


observance of these means of grace, believing as we do, that such a course of 
religious obedience and Christian practice, will greatly tend, by the grace of 
God, to strengthen their hopes, and establish them in the faith of Chrst. 

| JOHN PARIS, Chairman. 


Rev. J. L. Michaux presented a paper from the J ournal of the N. 


ee Conference, (No. 9,) deploring certain habits and practices, 


worldly and demoralizing im their character, coming into vogue 
among Church members, and praying for a Disciplinary law against 
them, which was referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Dr. Batchelor offered the following, which was referred to the 


Judiciary Committee: 


Resolved by this General Conference, That the following Rule be incorporated — 
into the Book of Discipline :—That whenever an Annual Conference shall 
adopt a Rule requiring the Quarterly Conferences to send up their Minutes, or 
copies of their Minutes, for any specified purpose, the Rule shall be binding on 
the Quarterly Conferences. = 


Rev. Wm. McGee, from the Judiciary Committee, made the fol- 
lowing Report, (No. 12,) on the above Resolution, which, after 


some discussion, was adopted: 


_ The Committee on the Judiciary recommend the adoption of the following 


item, to be appended to the Discipline, page 45. Duties of Quarterly Confer- 


ences— | 
The Quarterly Conference shall, when required in any given case by the An- 
nual Conference, send up to that body its Journal, forexamination, = = 
Rey. L. W. Bates offered the following Resolution, (No. 13,) 
with the request that it be referred to the Committee on Missions, 
and it was accordingly referred : i 
Resolved, That the Rule on Home Missions—page 71, of Discipline—be 
amended by inserting immediately after the first sentence the following :— 
‘‘And to convert into Missions such Circuits and Stations as need appropria- 


-tions from the Missionary Fund, to assist in the support of the Ministers ap- — 
pointed to them by the Conference. 


Rev. T. H. Pegram offered the following, which was lost: 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Conference, that the law of 
Discipline on page 48, requiring all Delegates to the Annual Conference, next 
preceding the Geueral Conference, to be lay-men, renders all unordained men 


T. H. PEGRAM, 
MICHAUX. | 


Rey. 8. B. Southerland requested, on behalf of the Maryland 
Delegation, to be permitted to fill a vacancy occurring in its regu- 
lar membership, ath the Alternates of said Conference. After 
some discussion, on motion of Rev. J. L. Michaux, the request 


ineligible as such, | 
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‘Dr. Murray offered the following paper, proposing certain 
changes in the Discipline, which, on motion of Rev. J. G. Whit- 
field, was referred to the Judiciary Committee: 
Page 44, line mains out the words “rules on page 128, 


and insert, “regulations of the Annual Conference, 
~ Line 80, strike out the words, “ Disciplinary allowance as NOW BS 
regulated by the Discipline,” and insert ‘Salary fixed by “me. bay 

Pages 128 and 129. Strike out all after the words, “Allowance 


to Ministers and Preachers in the employ of the Annual Confer- a 
ences,” and insert the following: ‘‘ Each Annual Conference shall 8 


regulate the salaries of its own Ministers and Preaclters, at its 
own discretion; provided, that superannuated Ministers sha]l be 
allowed the same compensation as is made to effective Ministers ; 
and their widows and orphans shall be entitled to the same allow- 
ance as is made to those of Ministers and Preachers who die in 
On motion of Dr. Murray, it was ordered that the Summary 
Declaration of Rights should be omitted in the new edition of the 
Dr. Murray also offered the following, which was referred to — 
Page 35, strike out the word ‘“‘membership” in 2d line, and 


‘Ansert, “ privileges.” 
On motion of Dr. Murray, a Committee was ordered to revise 
the Discipline, which, subsequently, was filled up with the follow- 
ing names: Rev. J. T. Murray, Rev. J. K. Nichols, and Rev. Dr. - 


The Conference then took recess, with the Benediction by Rev. 


Dr. Waters. 


Rev. Dr. Waters, in consequence of indisp 
of absence until Monday 


Rey. J. Paris, from the Committee on Means of Grace, submit-_ 
Pp _ ted the following Report, (No. 8,) which was adopted : 
ile The Committee on Means of Grace beg leave to report, That as we under- 
stand the subject committed to our consideration, the means of grace recog- 
nized by the Methodist Protestant Church, are the Publi 


| ¢ Worship of Almighty 
God, Prayer Meetings, Searching the Scriptures, the Lord’s 


Supper, Baptism, 
Private and Family Prayer, Class Meetings and Love Feasts. ieee a 
The observation and experience of, 


osition, asked leave 
morning, which, by common consent of 


. athe past warrant us in recommending | 
these to the serious and prayerful consideration of the membership of our De- 


nomination. Class Meetings and Love Feasts are, perhaps, peculiar to Metho- 
dism, and seem to belong alone to the great Methodist family. In the catalogue 
of the Means of Grace, laid down on page 91 of Discipline, we find that the 
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contemplated. 


_ clean up the Church for Sabbath worship. 


2d. That th’s General Conference, having no Conventional authority, has 
not the power to amend the Consti.ution, Art. 7, Sec. 1, so as to iticlude Su- 


- perintendents of Sabbath Schools in the constituent e ements of Quarter! y Con- 


ferences, as recommended by the Maryland Aunual Conference. | 
Therefore, we recommend that the Annual Conferences take the necessary 

action between this and the assembl ng of the next General Conference, and 

clothe their Representatives with proper authority to make the ameudment 


3d. Having considered the paper of Dr. Murray, referred to us, on certain: 
changes in the Discipline, we are not willing to recommend that the word 
‘‘membership,’’ on page 35, second line, be substituted by the word “ privi- 
leges,’’ because we regard the word ‘‘membership’’ in tlie Discipline, page 
35, aS explanatory of the word ‘‘privilezges’’ in the Constitution, Ait. 2d, 

4th. We ecommend that all the rest of the changes asked for in the paper of 
Dr. Murray, be granted. They are as follows: 

lst.— Page 44, line 25, strike out the words ‘' Rules on page 128,’‘ and in- 
sert ‘‘regulation of the Annual Confeience 

2d.—Line 30, strike out the words, “ Disciplinary allowance as now regu- | 


lated by the Discipline,’’ aud insert ‘‘ Salary fixed by the Ann:al Conference.’’ 


3d.—Pages 128 and 129, strike out all after the words, “allowance to Min- — 


isters and Preachers in the employ of the Annual Conference,’’ and insert the 


**Kach Annual Conference shall regulate the salaries of its own Ministers 
and Preachers at its own discretion; provided that Superannuated Ministers 
shall be allowed, the same compensation as is made to effective Ministers; and 
their widows and orphans shall be entitled to the same allowance as is made to 


those of Ministers and Preachers who die in the itinerancy.’’ | 


5th We answer the folluw.ng inter ogatury inthe affiimative: 
“Can a Minister be a member of two Quarterly Conferences at the same 


_time—one by virtue of his being a Superintendint cf a Circuit, and the other — 


by virtue of his being a Trustee?’’ 
WM. McGEH, 
R. THOMAS, 
G. J. CHERRY. 


On motion, it was taken up by items, and while the first item 
was under consideration, a motion to recommit said item was 
made by Rev. L. W. Bates, pending which, the Order of the Day 
was announced ; but was by courtesy suspended a few minutes, to’ 
allow Rev. J. T. Murray to ask leave of absence until Monday, 
which was granted; when Rev. John Roberts moved to adjourn 
the Conference until Monday morning, to give the Sexton time to 

Dr. Batchelor moved to amend, so as to meet in the Lecture 
Room at 23 o'clock, P. M., which prevailed. r 

Dr. Murray suggested that a Fraternal Meeting be held at some 
time during the session of the Conference, to give an opportunity 
to the members and friends of the Church in the District of Co- 


lumbia, and in Alexandria, to hear from our Southern brethren, 


ey Paice in this body, in relation to the present condition 
and future prospects of our beloved Zion, within their respective 
Districts. 
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was granted, and the vacancy was subsequently filled, by addin 
to the list the name of Rev. J. R. Nichols. | 
On motion of Dr. Murray, the Conference proceeded to deter- 
mine the place of holding the next session of the body, which 
‘was unanimeusly carried in favor of Montgomery, Alabama. 

De Meets offered the following Resolution, (No. 14): 


Resolved, That the Anvual Conferences are hereby invited to unite in a call 
for a special session of the General Conference, to be held at Montgomery, Ala- 


bama, on the first Tuesday in May, 1868; and also to clothe their Representa~ 


tives to said General Conference with Conventional Peay Naa RAY. 

- Pending this Resolution, Conference adjourned, with the Bene- 
diction by the President. 


SATURDAY—FIFTH DAY. 
Morning SEssron. 


Conference met. Religious services conducted by Rev. F. L. 


The Minutes were read, and on motion of Dr. Batchelor, ap- 
Rev. 8. B. Southerland, from the Committee on Missions, pre- 
sented the following Report, (No. 15,) which was adopted: | 
The Committee on Missions, having had the Resolution offered by Bro. L. 


W. Bates under consideration, beg leave to recommend that the law on Mis- 
sions, in Discipline, page 71, be so amended asto read: | Shaan 


‘“Kach Annual Conference shall have authority to employ and appoint its 


Ministers or Preachers to serve as Home -Missionaries, in any unoccupied por- 
tions of its District, for the purpcse of preaching the Gospel therein, and 
raising Societies with a view to the formation of new Stations and Circuits, 


under the Constitution and Discipline of this Church;’’ and to convert into : 


Missions such Circuits and Stations as need appropriations from the Missionary 


Fund, to assist in the support of the Ministers appointed to them by the Con- 
ference. The Conference shall have authority, &c. | 


B. SOUTHERLAND, Chairman. 
Dr. Murray, from the Committee on Conference Relations, made 


a verbal Report on the letter of Bro.O. Ames, Representative élect — 
from the Illinois District, with a recommendation that his name 


be Pras on the Roll of Conference, which was so ordered. 


_ Rev. Wm. McGee, from the Judiciary Committee, made the fol- 


The Judiciary Committee beg leave to continue their Report, as follows : 
Ist. That they recommend the adoption of the following Resolution re- 
ferred to the Committee, as expressive of the law in the case: | ! 
tion, Art. 7, Sec. 2—and Discipline, pages 48 and 49, Sections 4and6:) 
_ £ftesolved, That in the opinion of this General Conference. a Minister who 
has been transferred to the Unstationed list, carinot be received into the Annual 
Conference, without a recommendation from a Quarterly Conference: Nor 
does the employment of a Minister by the President, without reco 


mnendation 
from a Quarterly Conference, entitle him to a seat in the Annual Co {fere nce. 


(See Constitu- 
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and 4th sections of Discipline on the ibjedt pages 35 aia 36, as 
recommended, “In Stations admission to full membership, whether 
of probationers, or of persons in good standing coming from any 
Church of a different denomination, shall be by the Quarterly 
Conference; and in Circuits, by a majority of the Church” of 
6 applicant is a member, or with which he wishes to be’ 
unite 

Rev. D. A. Shermer, Pastor. of the Georgetown Church, and 
acting Chairman of the Committee on Public Service, presented a 
‘paper making arrangements for the proposed Fraternal Meeting, 
to be called for Monday night, at 7% o'clock, which was read to 
the body, receiving their silent approval, when, on motion, the 
Vonference adjourned with the Benediction by the President. 


DAY. 
MornIN@ SESSION. 


Conference met. Religious services conducted by Rev. J. H. 
Page. Minutes read and adopted. | 


“Rev. John Roberts, from the Committee on Boundaries, made’ 
the following Report, (No. 18): 


~The Committee on Boundaries beg leave to report: = 
Ist. On the request of North Carolina Conference—They ringeneoninl that, 
that portion of the State of Tennessee lying east of the Tennessee and Clinch 
rivers, be united to the North Carolina District. 
On the request of Rev. E. F. Westfall, of the Western Virginia Conféveneaw: 
They recommend that Fayette and Green counties, in the State of Fennsy lva-— 
nia, be united to the Western Virginia District. 


‘R. H. WILLS. 


On of Dr. the Report was acted upon by 


items, and its items having passed, the Report as a whole was’ 
adop ted. 


John Sexsmith presented his certificate as a Messenger 


from Des Moines Mission Conference, and on motion of Dr. Mur- 
ray, was admitted to the sittings of Conference. 

The Report from the Judiciary Committee, (No. 16,) which was 
under consideration at the time the Convention on the Book Con- 
cern and Periodical went into session on Saturday morning, was 
called up, and on consideration, the first item was recommitted. 
All the remaining items of the Report, in order, passed, with the: 
of the Conference. 

r. Batchelor offered the following Resolution, (No. 19) : 


Resolved, That the President of an Annual Oonference shall not employ any . 
Minister transferred to the Unstationed list, unless he have a recommendation. 
from a Quarterly Conference. i 


On motion hes Dr. Murray it was laid on the table. 
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Whereupon, Rev. S. B. Southerland moved that a committee 


appointed to make arrangements for such a meeting, which was 
accordingly ordered, and the Committee on Public Service re- 
quested to act in the premises. 

The Order of the Day was then resumed, and the Representa- 
tives of the several Conferences went into Convention on the 


Book Concern and Periodical, the Conference standing adjourned 


until 23 o'clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Conference met according to appointment in the Lecture Room. 
‘Dr. Batchelor offered the following: 


Resolved, That a Committee of four be appointed by the President of the 


Conference to wait on the President of the United States, for the purpose of 
ascertaining if it would be agreeable to him to receive the General Conference 
in a body, and also at what time and when it will be agreeable to him. 


The Resolution was adopted, and Rev. Dr. Murray, Rev. Wm. 
McGee, Rev. F. L. B. Shaver, and Rev. T. H. Pegram, were ap- 
pointed said Committee. 
~ Rey. F. L. B. Shaver, from the Executive Committee, made the 


he Executive Committee, to whom was referred a communication from Bro. 
J. Clay, of the Maryland Conference, beg leave to report, that, as the law in 
our Book of Discipline, referring to the subject which he présents, is, in our 
estimation, already sufficiently explicit, and may be amplified by each Annual 
Conference in order to meet any peculiar necessities in the several Districts, 
deem it unnecessary to recommend any legislation upon that subject at this 


2d. In reference to an item in the Minutes of the Maryland Annual Confer- 


ence respecting admission to full membership, your Committee respectfully | 


recommend, that sections 2, 3, and 4, of the Discipline, on that subject, pages 
35 and 36, be stricken out, and the following inserted in their stead :—In Sta- 


‘tions and Missions composed of but one Society, admission to full membership, © 


whether of probationers, or of persons in good standing coming from other 


Churches, shall be by the Quarterly Conference; and in Circuits and Missions 
of more than one Society, by a majority of the Societ . 


F. L. B. SHAVER, 
WHITFIELD, 
©. W. BUTTON. 

On motion of Dr. Batchelor, the Re 
and the first item was adopted; wh 
sideration, Conference adjourned, an 
went into session. . 


Conference having resumed its sitting, item second of the Report 
under consideration at the time of adjournment, was taken up, 
and after much discussion, and the offering of various substitutes, 
all of which failed, the Conference fell back on the original Re- 
port, which, after several emendations, by striking out and insert- 

ing, finally passed in the following form -—striking out 2d, 3d, 


en, pending its further con- 
d the Convention, at 8 o'clock, 


port was taken up by items, 
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Your C:mmittee finally recommend, that the Liturgy, when duly arranged, 


-estant Church, an 


withdrawn by the mover. 
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9d. In introducing a Liturgy amongst us, should that work be authorized 
nnd adopted. it seem3 altogether consistent that we should simply revert to 
what was established usage with our Christian Fathers, and was intended by 
Mr. Wesley and eminent men of his day and since, to be perpetuated; subject 
to such modifications as greater uti ity might indicate as important and_neces- 
sary. To this we add, that in our judgment, for all the purposes of iddoc- 
trinating our children, aud all others that worship with us, in correct views 
of, Scriptural truth, and in the use of fit and appropriate language in devo- 
tiona! exercises, nothing can be m-re suitable or can have a better effect than 
an Abstract, or Abridgem«nt of the Book of Common Prayer, such as we beg 
leive to submit in the materia!s we have selected in discharging the duties en- 


with the Ar‘icles of Religion, Sacramental and Ordination Services, Marriage 
aod Funeral Ritu«ls, &c., be all embodied in one volume, to be entitled, ‘‘ The 
Liturgy and Ritual.’’ | 


On motion of Rev. J. G. Whitfield, the paper was referred to , 
the Committee on Means of Gracee 
The name of Gen. Woodhouse was placed on the Committee on 
Means of Grace, in place of J. A. Kennedy. — gas 
- Dr. Murray, from the committee who waited on the President 
of the United States, reported that his Excellency had expressed — 


his pleasure in regard to the reception of the body, and designa- 


ted Wednesday, between the hours of 10 and 2 o'clock; as the 
time, at the pleasure of the Conference. 


On motion, the hour of 1k o'clock, A. M., on Wednesday, was 


Rev. Dr. Waters offered a paper, proposing fraternal inter- 


course, by letter or otherwise, of this General Conference and the 


Cincinnati Convention of non-Episcopal Methodists, to go into 


session in that city the present week, in the pepe of promoting 


Christian union, especially a union between the Methodist Prot- 
the seceding Conferences of the West and 

After some discussion, on leave being granted, the paper was 


On motion, Conference adjourned, with the Benediction by the 


TUESDAY—SEVENTH DAY. 
Morwine Session. 


Conference met. Religious services conducted by Rev. John 
Roberts. ° Minutes read, amended, and approved. 

Rey. J. Paris, from Committee on Means of Grace, presented 
the following Report, (No. 23): | rt 


The Committee on Means of Grace beg leave to make the following Report: 

Ist That the paper presented by Rev. Dr. Waters (marked No 20) be 
adopted by this Conference, avd that it be inserted in the add:ess to the Yin- 
istry of the M. P. Church, (page 143, Discipline, ) explanatory of the doctrine 
held by the M. P. Church with respect to Christian Baptism. 
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Dr. Murray's Resolution on the call of a Special General Con- 
ference, (No. 14,) was called up; and, on motion of Dr. Batchelor, 
was referred to a special committee composed of Dr. Murray, Rev. 


F. L. B. Shaver and Dr. Batchelor. . 


“The committee appointed to wait on- the President of the Uni- 
ted States, to ascertain his pleasure in régard to receiving the 


Conference in a body, asked and obtained leave to retire for that 


purpose. 


The Conference ‘then adjourned, and the Convention on Book 


Concern and Periodical went into session. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Conference met. 


Rev. Dr. Waters presented a paper, (No. 20,) in regard to the. 
Ordinances of the Church: Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper, which | 


was read, and, on motion of Rev. J. G. Whitfield, was referred to 
the Committee on Means of Grace. 


Rev. W. H. Wills offered the following, (No. male. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Means of Grace be requested to report, if 


they deem it proper, an amerdment to the Discipline, to be inserted in its_ 


proper place, that persons enjovi g probationary) 
ceived into full membership until they have been baptized ; 
Or, if not deemed proper, the reasons why. 


y privileges, shall not be re- 


On motion, it was referred to the same committee. Sicia| 
_ Dr. Waters also submitted a paper in reference to a Liturgy. 
and Ritual for the M. P. Church, (No. 22): io: | 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY SERVICE.’ _ 


The Committee to whom was referred the responsible task of preparing a. 
Sunday Service, or Liturgy, for the use of M. P. « hurches to be submitted to— 
the General Conference of 1866, respe:tfully offer this Report: That with 
much care and labor they have collected, and, in p-rt arranged, what they 


hope will be deemed appropriate and valuable materials for such a service. 
These materia's are selected who'ly from the Book of Common Prayer, as 
_ used by the Established Church of Eng'and, and by the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, somewhat modified ‘n terms and expressions and 


somewhat differently arranged, the better to suit and pron:o‘e the useful pur- - 
poses of such a Forinula, and to comport more fully with our doctrinal senti- 


ments asa Chri-tian Church. 
The composition was made from the Book of Common Prayer for the two 
st. We are Wesleyan Methodists in our doct: ines, sacraments, and eccle- 
siastical usages and means of grice. The Prayer Book, or Liturgy, has been 
always in use by the Wesleyrns of England in their runday worship, and from 


what we learn it is of late years r-garded by them with renewed and increased - 
reverence and appreciation. The same Liturgy was sed with similar respect | 


and punctuality, we believe, by Dr. Coke and-Mr. Asbury +g also by the carly 


Methodist preachers generally, in this courtry, and we know of no sufficient 
reason why it should have been so entirely discontinued especially as this 
mode of Public Worship was then. in this countr:, as it is now in England 
one prominent and distinctive maik of the Methodists, as a Christian deromi- 
nation. 
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Conference, and connectedyw ith the Quarterly Conference of said Circuit, Sta- 
tion, or Mission. 
4th. On the paper referred to us from the N. 0. Annual Conference, request- 
ing the enactment. of a Disciplinary law specifying and condemning certain 
practices, therein named, and requiring said practices to be made a test of 
membership in the M. P. ‘Church, we recommend the folowing : 
Resolved, That this General Confarence can make no other test of mem ber- 


" ship than that contained in Constitution, Art. 2d. 


Resolved, That we recognize the Discipline as ‘sufficiently specific and con- 


‘demnatory for all moral government in the Church. 


Resolved, That we recommend to the Annual Conferences, to the Quarterly 


= Conferences, and to the Churches, the execution of the Discipline for the pres- 
/feraton of Christia morals in the M. P. Church. 


WATERS, 

_J. ROBERTS, 
WM. McGEB, 

THOMAS, 
G. J. CHERRY, 


Committee. 


Dr. Batchelor, from the Cibvamitics on General Conference Reso- 


lution, (No. 14) the Report, (No. 


The Chatcueds of the Special Committee, to whom ' was referred the following 


-Resolut:ion— 


fiesolved, That the Annail Conferences be hereby invited to unite in a call 
for a special session of General Conference to be held in Montgomery, Ala- 
_ bama, on the first Tuesday in May, 1868; and also to clothe their Representa- 
tives to said General Conference with Conventional powers, | 

Begs leave to submit the following Report: 

‘That after having duly considered the matter, and the Constitution bearing 
«thereon, he is unable to find any grant in said ins'rument for the call of a 
special ‘General Conference, having its members clothed with Conventional | 
powers, as proposed by the above Resolution, but believes it would be an open 


| violation of i7th Ait. of the Constitution. 


Respectfully submitted, 
BATCHELOR, Chairman. 


Dr. Murray, from the same Committee, prssantad: the following 
Majority Report, (No, 27): 


The majority of the Committee report, as a substitute for the. Resolution | 
submitted.io tnem, the following: 

Wuerras, The necessities of the require a General Convention 
therefore, be it. 

“Reso!ved, That the Annual Conferences are hereby invited to unite ina call 
for a General Convention of the Methodist Protestant Church with tull pow- 
ers, to be held in the city of Montgomery, Ala., on the first Tuesday in May, 
1867. 

The Annual Conferences concurring in this Resolution are requested to no- 
tify the President of the General Conference through the Presidents of their | 
respectie Conferences, and when the President of the General Conference shall 
have received official notification of the concurrence of two-thirds of the An- 
nual Conferences, he shall publish in the Methodist Protestant a call for the 
assembling of the Convention aforesaid. — 

The Annual Conferences concurring in this Resolution, are further setcented 


to elect their He resentatives at the time of passing the Resolution of Concur- 
| F. L. B. SHAVER, 


Committee. 
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94. That we report favorably upon the paper presented by Rev. W. 4H. ills, 
and marked No. 21, and recommend that the following words shall be added 
to the last clause of section lst, page 35, of the Discipline: ‘* But no person 


ghall be elected to full membership who has not been baptized, or who refuses 


4 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


to receive the ordinances of baptism.” 

~ 3d. The paper marked No. 22, presented by Dr. Waters, as Chairman of the - 

/ Committee appointed by the last General Conference to prepare a new or re- 
vised Ritual for the Church ; we have carefully considered, and commend it to 
the serious and careful consideration of this General Conference, believing, as 


we do, that the adoption of the Sunday service mentioned in said paper as ex- 

tracted from the forms of Common Prayer, as used in the Church of England, 

and the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States, will be no innova- 

tion. Your Committee insist that this would be no departure from Methodism 

as taught, practiced, and insisted upon by Mr. Wesley, its founder ; but in 
erfect accordance with the principles which he labored to estab:ish among his 
ocieties. 


But owing to the prejudices of education in some places, and the absence of 
religious culture in some other localities, it might not be always acceptable, at 


rst, among some of our Churches—we recommend that if the Conference 
should adopt the service as recommended, that in its adoption, a rule shall be 


also adopted, authorizing our Ministry to use it only, when, and where, it will | 


be acceptable with our membership... 


JOHN PARIS, 
L. J . COX, 


-A letter from Professor Smolnikar was read by the ésident, 


and placed on the Secretary’s table. 
was introduced to. the Confer- 


‘ 


~ Bro. John Coates, of Baltimore, 
On motion, the Report, No. 23, was taken up by items, when 


item Ist, in relation to the Ordinance of Baptism, was discussed, | 


and on motion of Rev. J. G. Whitfield was referred to a special 


committee appointed by the Conference, consisting of Rev. Dr. — 


Waters, Rev. J. Paris and Rev. J. G. Whitfield. 

_ Rev. Wm. McGee, from the Judiciary Committee, 
the following Report, (No. 25,) which was read and han 
Secretary: 


_ The Jndiciary Committee beg leave to continue their Report as follows : me 


ed to the 


‘Ist. In place of the first item of their report which is numbered 16, and 


which was recommiited, we recommend the adoption of the following: © 
fesolved, That the Constitution and Discipline is sufficiently expressive and 


explicit for all practical ends of Government in the case referred to them from 


the N. C, Conference. See Constitution, Art. 7, Section 2, and Discipline 
pages 48, 49, and 50, sections 4, 6, and 8. Phra nr 
_ 2d. On the subject of Military service, presented for our consideration from 
‘the Maryland Annual Conference, we. recommend that the General Conference 
express ils Judgment to this effect: Ihat the voluntary bearing of arms in mil- 
itary service, by Minis'ers of the Methodist Protestant is int 
with their profe-sional calling and the nature and intent of their Ordination 


vows. To be inserted in the Discipline, on page 59, und | i 
to Ministers and Preachers. ee on eae er the head of Advice 


3d. We recommend the aé@o 
tion referred tous: | 


Resolved, That each Circuit, Station, and Mission is entitled to clett a ae 


— gate, to the Annual Confeience for every Minister belonging to the Annual 


| 


Church, is inconsistent 


ption of the following, in response to a Resolu- 


Ly 


* i 
| 
: 
‘ 
~ 
>» 
tt 
i 
§ 
* 
; 
| 
j 
¢ 
| 
: 
A 
_ 
| 
r 
j 
a; 
iz 
> 
} >. 
ooo 
a 


25 


a AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Conference met, and resumed business. By common consent 
the business before the Conference, at the close of the morning 
session, was suspended, and on motion of Rev. Wm. McGee, the 
Report from the Judiciary Committee (No. 25) was taken up by 
Item Ist, on motion, was adopted. 


Item 2d, Rev. L. W. Bates moved to amend by striking out the 


word ‘“‘ voluntary,’ which, after much discussion, was carried, and 
the item thus amended was adopted. 
_ Items 3d and 4th passed ; and on motion of Dr. Batchelor, the 
Report as amended was adopted asa whole. 
Item 3d of Report (No. 23) was, on motion of Rev. L. W. Bates, 
called up, and after much discussion, it was, on motion of Rev. 
J.G. Whitfield, recommitted to the Committee, with the under- 
standing that the Committee was to report only on the forms in 


A motion was offered that the Conference, when it adjourns, 


should adjourn to meet again at 8 o'clock, P. M., which was lost. — 


Dr. Waters, from the Special Committee on Item 1st of Report 
No. 23, reported the following, (No. 29): 


3. Ordinances of the Church of Christ. 


1. Baptism. The validity of this Christian Ordinance being so universally 
admitt d as of Divine authority, by both the Ministry and the membership of 


the M. P. Church, it is surely to be expected that in a point of duty so plain 


‘and so positive, all will be governed and controiled by one common sentiment: 


of reverence and respect, that no heads of families amongst us will neglect to 
have their children baptized at the proper time, in conformity to the established 


usage of our Church, and that our Ministers in their respective fields of labor | 


will not fail to inculcate the necessity of this Ordinance, and to administer it 
punctually at certain and stated periods. FF, WATERS, |. | 
i J. PARIS. 


Dr. Murray’s Report on Conference relations was called up and 


acted on by items, and all the items in order oe passed, by 
vote of Conference, the Report, on motion, was adopted as & 


whole. 
The following Resolution, signed by three of the Committee, 
was also passed : 


Resolved, That while the General Conference cannot approve the course pur- 


sued by certain Conferences in the North and West, in separating themselves 
from us, a d while we disavow responsibility for anything done by said Con- 
ferences individually, or in Convention, we also. disclaim any unkind feeling 
_ for those who have gone f om us, and will most cordially receive any Confer- 
that s‘:all hereafter evince a desire re-un'on to the Con- 
ituti iscipli hodi testant Church. 
stitution and of Methodist Protes J. MURRAY, 
WM McGEE, 
L. W. BATCHELOR. 


Conference then adjourned, with the Benediction by the Presi- 
dent. 
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Dr. Murray, from the Committee on Conference Relations, pre- 
sented the following Report, (No. 28): 


- The Committee appointed to ascertain and report what relation is sustained 
to the General Conference by certain Conferences named in the resolution con- 
stituting said Committee, beg leave to report: 
ist. That a Convention composed of Representations of Northern and West- 
ern Conferences assembled in Cincinnati, Obio, in the month of November, 
1857, adopted a memorial which was presented to the General Conference as-— 
sembled at Lynchburg, Va., in the month of May, 1858, in which memorial 
said Conferences asked the General Conference to make certain changes in the © 
fundamental law of the Methodist Protestant Church, including new terms of 
membership and suffrage, and declared that ‘‘if the General Con erence should 
not s-e good to adopt the action’’ called for-in said memorial they could not 
‘‘conscientiously consent to a further continuance of their ecclesi stical con- 
Qdly. That the General Conference declined to accede to the demand of the 
memorialists; and thereupon nineteen of the Northern and Western Confer- 
ences ’‘‘ united in the call of.a Convention to be héld at Springfield, Ohio, No- 
vember 10th, 1858.” (See Springfield edition of Constitution and Dis ipline. ) 
~ 3diy. That a Convention was holden in Springfield, in the mont afvresaid, 
at which were present Representatives from the following Conferences, to wit: 
Boston, New York and Vermont, Onondaga, Genesee, Pittsburg Muskingum, 
Ohio, Michigan, West Michigan, Wabash, Indiana. North Illinois, North lowa, 
Illinois. And that said Convention, composed of twenty-three Ministers 
and twenty-one Laymen, did by a vote of twenty-two Ministers and nineteen 
Laymen, unite in declaring ‘‘all official connexion. co-operative and official 
fellowshiv between said Conferences’’ and the Conferences adhering to the 
General Conterence ‘‘suspended ;’’ and that the only votes in opposition to 
said declaration were the votes of the Representatives of the Illinois Confer- 
-ence. (See Proceedings of Convention.) = | 


4thly. That a Convention was holden in the ci 
month of November, 1862 3 


ty of Cincinnati, Ohio, in tlie 
hich Convention did assume-that the Methodist * 
_ Protestant Church in the saof South Carolina, North Carolina Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Fiortda-Léuisiana, Texas, Tennessee Arkansas, and the 
Kastern part of Virginia, had repudiated the 23d Article of our Religion, and 
_ thereupon said Convention did proceed to canstitute a new General Conference, — 
acti.g under a ‘Constitution and Disciplins’’ differing in several material 
respects from the Constitution and Discipline of the Methodist Protestant. 
Church, (See Springfield edition of Constitution and Discipline.) = | 
Sthly. That no’ having the Minutes of the Cincinnati Conven'ion before 
them, the Committee are unable to report the names of the Conferences repre- 
sented therein. Buatit is evident that the Conte-ences which have a lopted 
' said Constitution and Discipline, having voluntarily separated themselves from 
~ this Conference, have no right to representation therein. , hy 


/  6thly. It appears from the Minutes of the last General Conference. that the 
Wabash Conference was repreented therein. 


The Committee. would infer, 
therefore, that said Conference adheres to the Methodist Protestant Church. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 


| JOHN PARIS) 


WM McGEE, 
| L. W. BATCHELOR, 
| Committee. 


The Report (No. 23,) on Means of Grace was taken up and 
_ considered by items, and on motion 2d item was adopted. _ 
-_, The third item being under consideration, Rev. J. R. Nichols 
~. moved to refer it to the next General Conference ; pending which 
Conference took recess, 
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pointed in his stead. 


I doubt not, nay, I rejoice to believe, that you have the Spirit of Christ. I 
trust we have it also. May we mutually be led by that one spirit, to the 
oneness for which our Saviour prayed. | aace 

Supposing this action of the General Conference made complete by the con- 
currence of the Annual Conferences—see closing Resolution—what real obstacle 
remains to a visible union between you and us? 

_ Bishop Pierce, Chairman of our Commission, left immediately after adjourn- 


ment of the General Conference, yesterday, requesting me to convey this infor-. 


mation to your General Conference, through you. i, 
Besides having the pleasure of your personal acquaintance, my mind is di- 


rected to you on account of the high and influential position which belongs to - 


you, and also of your late and very agreeable presence in our General Uon- 

Please address me at Montgomery, informing me of any action on the part 
your General Conference upon this subject. 
- We have not studied formalities in this communication, we desire to get at 
the business in the most direct and fraternal] manner. | ia: wee 

With the expression of a sincere desire that your General Conference may 


_ be guided by the Spirit of God, and that the beauty of the Lord our God may 


be upon you, is 
H. N. McTYEIRE. 


Rev. Dr. Deems, Fraternal Messenger from the General Confer- 
ence of the M. E. Church South, to this body, was introduced by 
Rev. J. G. Whitfield, when the Rev. Dr. addressed the Conference 


in earnest and eloquent terms, presenting his personal considera- 


represent. 


‘Whereupon, on motion of Rev. J. G. Whitfield, a committee — 
Was appointed to consider and report upon the misgon of Dr. 


Deems and Bishop Doggett, as Fraternal Messengers to this body 


from the M. E\Church South. The Revs. J. G. Whitfield, F. L. 
B. Shaver, John Paris and Dr. J. J. Murray, were appointed said 


committee. 


tions, and the Christian salutations of the body which he came to 


Rev. Dr. Waters, in consequence of indisposition, begged to be 
relieved from the position assigned him as the Speaker of the 


of the United States. 


Conference on the occasion of its visit of respect to the President 


_ Accordingly he was relieved, and on motion of Rev. Dr. Mur- 


ray, the President of the Conference, Rev. W. H. Wills, was ap- 


Rev. J. Paris, from the Committee on Means of Grace, submit- 


ted the following Report, (No. 33) : 


The Committee on Means of Grace, to whom was recommitted the paper of 
Dr. Waters which proposed a revision of the Ritual of the Church, with the 
addition of a short Sunday service, beg leave to report: That we are of the 
opinion that the Ritual, as it now stands in the Book of Discipline, 1s not only 
susceptibleof but do:s really need some improvement in order to render it 


more acceptable to our ministry and membership. We therefore most respect- 


fully suygest that, in the formula for the baptism of children the following: 
alteration or amendment be made: strike out the last clause of the Prayer in 
the form of infant baptism, and insert, Oh, merciful God, grant that the old 
Adam in this chiid may be buried, and that the new man may be raised up in 
him. Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY—EIGHTH DAY. 
Conference met. Religious services by Rev. J. G. Whitfield. 
On motion, the Minutes were read, corrected, and adopted. 
Dr. Batcheler offered the following, which, on motion, was laid 


Resolved, That the President of this General Confer ence appoint two or more 
of its members as Fraternal Messengers to a Convention to be held in Cincin- 
nati on the day of May, 1866. 


L. W. BATCHELOR, 
R. NICHOLS,,. ~ 
Rev. J. R. Nichols moved that the Conference appoint its 
Speaker for the body on the occasion of paying its Siete to the 
President of the United States, whereupon, Rev. Dr. Waters was | 


designated for that purpose. 
~ Rev. Jesse H. Page offered the following, which, by a rising i 
vote, was unanimously adopted : 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference are due, and they are hereby — 
tendered to the members of this Church, and to the citizens of Georgetown, _ 


who have kindly extended to us the hospitalities of their homes, and that the 
Superintendent of this Church be requested to read this resolution to his con- 


JESSE H. PAGE, 
THOMAS H. PEGRAM. 


Rev. F. L. B. Shaver presented a letter, with a printed docu- 
ment, from Bishop McTyeire, of the M. E. Church South, which 
were addressed to the body through him, and which were read ; 
and on motion both were referred to a Special Committee, consist- 


ing of Revs. W. H. Wills, F. L. B. Shaver, 8. B. Southerland and 


The letter referred is as follows: 


Rey. F. L. B. Suaver—Dear Brother: Our General Conference adjourned 
yesterday, to meet in Memphis, 1870. | 

Tenclose to you the Report on Lay-representation, 
more than a two-thirds vote of the General Conference oe ae 

It is that Report brought in by the Special Committee of which I was 

In accordance with a request made to me. b x 

| >, by Se¥eral prominent brethrea of 

the Meth. Prot. Church, in case favorable action on*Lay-Reprecentatior 
be taken by our General Conference, I aske 


d for a Commission to be appointed : 
to confer with a similar one from vour Gene : 


which was adopted by % 


, | eneral Conference, on the subject of 4 
union of the two Churches, and with powers to pay ee ee a 
CONCIL erms 
if it can be agreed upon. — , clude the terms of union a 

The following Were appointed on our part accordingly ; 

Bishop I lerce and myself, fh Asia of N.C., Dr. Lee, of Va., Rev. J. E. . 

Head, of Va., and Rev. S. Register, of Baltimore. q 

OW, My dear brother, are you ready, in the spirit of t : ‘ 

by the Alabama (M. P.) Conference at Robi ‘ he Resolution pased 


: obinson Springs last y et us 
with a similar Commission? to me 
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Wuersas, The condition and necessities of the Methodist. Protestant Church 
are such, we believe, that a General Convention is required fur the promotion 
of its i: terests, and although it is doubtful about: the powers of this General 


Conférence, or the Annual Conferences, to call a General Convention to meet 


in Montgomery on the 1st Tuesday in May, 1867. Nevertheless, under exist- 
ing circumstances, we recommend the Annual Conferences to consider the 
matter, and if they believe the necessities of the Church require it, to elect 
delegates to a General Convention, to meet in Montgomery, on the Ist Tuesday 


in May, 1867, provided the 2d, 10th, and 14th Arti.les of the Constitution are 


not altered, the lst and 2d sections of Article 2, and 7th section of Article 


G. J. CHERRY, 
T. H. PEGRAM. 


Dr. Batchelor moved to refer the whole subject to a Special 


Committee, which was lost—and the substitute of Bro. Cherry 


was finally adopted. 


On motion of Dr. Murray it was resolved to have a night ses- 


sion at 8 o clock. 


Rev. J. Roberts offered the following (No. 35) in relation to the 


call of Convention, which was adopte 


Resolved, That the Annual Conferences concurring in this recommendation 


are requested to notify the Editor of the Methodist Protestant, through their 
respective Presidents, and when the Editor shall have received official notifica- 
tion of the concurrence of two-thirds of the Annual Conferences, he shall 


publish in the Methodist Protestant a call for the assembling of the Convention 


aforesaid 


By common consent leave of absence was granted to certain 


_ The Report of the Committee on Means of Grace was called up, 


and while the Committee was perfecting their paper by adding _ 


such matter as had been omitted, Conference adjourned, to meet 


again at 8 o'clock, P. M., with the Benediction by the President, 


EVENING SESSION. 


‘ ursuant to adjdurnment, Conference met at 
Rev. F. L. B. Shaver, from the Committee on the communica- 


tion of Bishop McTyeire made a Report (No. 86) which, after 


after some discussion, on motion was recommitted. 


~ Rev. J. G. Whitfield, from the Committee on gt Deems’ Fra- 
ternal Mission to this Conference, made the following Report, (No. 
37) which was adopted : 


The General Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church having learned 
that the Methodist Episeopal Churec South had appointed Rev. David 5. Dog- 
gett, D.D., one of the Bishops of said Church, and Rev. Cherles F. Deems, 
Fraternal Messengers to this body; and the Conference having listencd with 
great p'easu e to the eminently Christian and fraternal address of the Rev. Dr. 
Deems, hereby expresses its high gratification at.the ina guration of a move- 
ment designed and adapted to promote increasing brotherly love between the 


members of our-own and our sister denomination. 
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Grant that all sinful affections may die in him, and that all things belongs 
ing to the Spirit may live and grow in him. Amen. 


Grant that he may bave } ower, and strength to have victory, and to triumph 


over the devil the world and the flesh. Amen. | 


Grant that whosoever is dedicsted to thee by our office and ministry may 


also be e: dowed wih heavenly viitues and everlastingly rewarded throug 


thy mercy. Oh, blessed Lord God who dost live and govern all things, world : 


without end. Amen. 


- Almighty, everlasting God, whore most de rly beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
for the forgiveness of our sins, did shed ont of bis most precious side both 


water and blood: and gave commandment to his disciples that they should 
go, teach all nations and baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the 


‘Son, and of the Holy Ghost; Regard. we beseech thee, the supplications of 


this congregation, and giant that this child, now to be baptized, may receive 
the fullness of thy grace, and ever remain in the number of thy faithful chil- 
dren; through Jesus Christ our*Lord. Amen. : 

Questions to be asked of the Parents: 


Do you acknowledge by this act the high claim of Almighty God, your own 


obligations to the Most High, to the Church of Christ, and to your child? 
Do you promise, before God and these witnesses, to raise it in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, and to guide its feet into the paths of righteous- 
ness? | 
Your Committee would also suggest, that if, in the judgment of the Book 
Directory, it can be done, without loss to the concern, the Ritual of the 
Church embracing the form for Public Worship, Means of Grace, Order for 


the administration of the Lord's Supper, Formula for Baptism, Marriage Cere-— 


mony, Visitation of the Sick, Burial of the D ad, and Ordin:tion Service, with 
_ formulas for the laying of Coruer-Stones and the D dication of Churches, with 
about eight or ten prayers for private and family dc votion be appended tereto. 
“JOHN PARIS, Chairman, 
On ye (of Rev. J. G. Whitfield, the hour for adjournment 
was postponed for half an hour, = 
Dr. Batchelor moved to act upon Report No. 33, which was 
On motion of Rev. J. G. Whitfield, the Minority Report: on 
No. 14, in relation to a Special General Conference was taken up, 
when on motion of Rev. Dr. Murray it was,laid on the table. — 


The Majority Report on the same subject was then taken up, 


and, pending a motion to adopt which, the Conference took recess, 
to wait on his Excellency the President of the United States. 


* 


AFTERNOON Session, 


Conference was called to order by the President. iy. sit 
The Report under consideration at the time of adjournment 
was further considered, and, on motion of Rey. J. G. Whitfield, 


was amended by striking out President of the General Conference, 
and inserting Editor of the Meth 
short preamble. 


Bro. G. J. Cherry offered the following substitute (No. 34) for 
the Report: | y vi ollowing substitute (No. 34) for 


odist Protestant, and adding a 
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_ the session at which said papers were received, your Committee have not been 
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The minister shall then say to the parents or persons presenting the child (or 
children) : | 

Do you now solemnly promise that you will diligently endeavor, both by 
precept and example, to bring up this child (or these children) in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, and that you will earnestly pray to God for the 
assistance of His Holy Spirit, that you may effectually do the same? 


pga rae offered the following, which was indefinitely post- 


Resolved, That the children of non-professors of piety are entitled to Bap- 
tism at the hands of the Ministers of the Methodist Protestant Church. 


Rey. W. H. Wills, from the Special Committee on Bishop Mc- 
Tyeire's communication, made the following Report, which was 
adopted unanimously : | | 


The Special Committee appointed by this General Conference, to which was 
referred the communication of Bishop McTyeire, together with a copy of the 
Report of the Special Committee of the Methodist Episcopal General Confer- 
ence, lately in session in the city of New Orleans, to provide a plan for the— 


rps aaa of Lay-Representation into said Church, submit the following 
| 


That owing to the advanced stage of our proceedings, and the lateness of 


able to give the subject all the attention which its importance demands. | 
Your Committee beg leave to express their great gratification at the recep- 
tion of the Bishop’s letter, and do most sincerely reciprocate the sentiments of 
brotherly kindness which it breathes. 
From the Bishop’s letter we learn, that in addition to the adoption of the 
Report of their Committee, their General Conference appointed a Commission 
of seven of its distinguished ministers to confer with a Commission of this 
body, who should have power to devise, and if practicable, to consummate a 
plan of union between the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist 
Your Committee impressed with the frankness, the kindness 
and the confidence with which such a propo-ition is made. But with the lights 
_ before them your Committee do not feel prepared to recommend the appoint- 
In the opinion of your Committee, this General Conference has not authority 
to act in the premises: this power alone being with the people. As therefore, 
this General Conference has already recommended to our several Annual Con- 
ferences the calling of a General Convention for other purposes, to sit.in Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, on the first Tuesday in May, 1867, your Committee recom- 
mend that the Commission appointed by the Géneral Conference of the M. K. 7 
Church South, be invited to confer with the Convention aforesaid ; or, if our 
several Annual Conferences shall dec'ine to call a General Convention, then 
the invitation to the Commission be continued, to meet and confer with Our 
next General Conference to be held in Montgomery, on the first Tuesday in 
May, 1870; especially as by this last named period the subject of Lay-Repre- 
sentation in#the M. KE. Church, will have been decided either affirmatively or 
negatively by their several Annual Conferences, to whose arbitrament 1t has 
been referred by their General Conference. 
In view of the foregoing, your Committee submit, for adoption, the follow- 


ing Resolutions: 
1. Resolved, That the President of this General Conference be authorize 
and directed to forward to Bishop McTyeire a copy of the foregoing Mopars 
and these Resolutions, with an assurance of the high regard of this asnere 
Conference for the Bishop and for the Conference which he represents, and to 
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In the selection of Dr. Deems for this honorable embassy, and in the wisdom 
and candor as well as brotherly kindness with which he has executed the trust 
confided to him, the General Cunference recognizes the discriminating judg- 
ment and good feeling of the body by which he was deputed. 

It would have afforded us additional gratificition to have welcomed Bishop 
Doggett to our sessions; and we take this occasion to express our regret that 


he will not be able to reach Georgetown prior to the adjournment of the Gen- 


eral Conference. : 


In further expression of our appreciation of this act of fraternal courtesy, 
and with a sincere desire to promote love and co-operation among all the fol- 
lowers of our common Saviour, but especially those who are one with us in 
doctrine and the essential usages of Methodism, the General Conference hereb 


y 
appoin's Kraternal Messengers to the next General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South. | 


‘J. G. WHITFIELD, 
JNO. J. MURRAY, 

JOHN PARIS, 

_F.L. B. SHAVER. 


he President then, as called for by the above Report, appoint- 
ed Rev. R. B. Thompson, D.D., of Va., and Rev. F. L. B. Shaver, 

of Alabama, as Fraternal Messengers to the next General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 


The revised Report of the Committee on Means of Grace was 
then taken u 


nitely postponed. 
Rev. J. G. Whitfield offered the followin 
were unanimously passed by a rising vote : 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference are due and are hereby given # 
to the Secretarics, for the efficient manner in which they have discharged their 
duties during the sessions of this Conference. _ ge 


J.G. WHITFIELD, 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference are due and are hereby given 


to the President of this Conference, for the able and impartial manner in which — 
he has discharged the duties of his office. | 


J. G. WHITFIELD, 


_On motion, Conference adjourned, with prayer by Rev. J. G. 


THURSDAY—NINTH DAY. 


Mornina SEssion. 


-Conference met. Religious services conducted by Rev. T. H. 


n motion, Rey. T. H. Pegram was 


called to the Chair, the 
President being absent on Committee. alled to the Chair, the 


Dr. Murray offered the following paper, which was ad 


opted : 

Insert in the office of Baptism, immediately > word mf 
vo ; | y after the words, ‘‘and he took 
ig up in his arms, put his hands upon them and blessed them,’? ‘he follow- 


p, and after some discussion was, on motion, indefi-— 


g Resolutions, which 
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lowing is the record of its proceedings: 


adopted: 


_be appointed Editor, te-take effect on the 


CONVENTION. 


GEoRGETOWN, D. C., May 5, 1866. 
The General Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church 


being in session at this time, and having resolved itself into a 


Convention on the Church Periodical and Book Concern, the fol- 


¥ 
. 


Rev. J. G. Whitfield was called to the Chair, and J. L. Michaux 


appointed Secretary. 


‘The Rules of Order governing the General Conference, were, 
on motion, adopted for the government of this Convention. | 

On motion of Dr. Murray, the members enrolled as composing 
the present General Conference were made members of this Con- — 

Rey. J. T. Murray, Editor of the Methodist Protestant, read the 


Report of the Book Directory. The question arising on the adop- 


tion of said Report, it was adopted. a 
The following paper, offered by Bro. ©. W. Button, was 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered to the Book Di- — 
rectory for their efficient management of the affairs of the Book Concern and ~ 
Methodist Protestant during the last eight years; and that we express our sense 
of obligation to the several brethren, viz: Rev. David Wilson, Dr. E. G. 
Waters, D. A. Shermer, L. W. Bates, H. C. Cushing, Dr. F. Waters, and J. 


_ T. Murray, who rendered their services without compensation, in sustaining 


the Editorial department of the paper, at a time when the receipts were wholly 


. inadequate to afford. compensation for this necessary service. The Convention 


also hearti r to the patronage of the Church. 
eartily recommend the paper to p ag Few. BUTTON, 


K. NICHOLS. 


Moved by Bro. Lawrence W. Bates that we proceed to elect an 
Editor. Carried. It was further moved that Rev. J. J. Murray 
day of March, 
1867, which, on motion of Dr. Batchelor, was amended thus: 
that Rev. J. T. Murray be continued Editor until the time above 
specified. Bro. Bates withdrew the name of Dr. Murray as a 
nominee for the Editorial chair. 

Bro. W. D. Massey moved that, the election be by ballot, and 
nominated Bro. J. T. Murray for Editor. The hour of half past 
12 having arrived, it was moved to suspend the Rule of Order 
requiring an adjournment at this hour, pending which, on motion, 
Convention adjourned. | 
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express the hope, that the time may come when all olstacles to a closer union 
be removed. 


. Resolved further, That Bishop McTyeire be requested to give to the breth- 
ie comprising the Commission, befo-e referred to, such official information as 
will enable thein to act understandingly on the subject confided to them. 


W. H. WILLS. Chairman. 
S. B. SOUTHERLAND, 
WM. McGEE, 


F. L. B. SHAVER. | 

The Minutes were then read up, and approved; when, on mo- 
tion, the Conference adjourned sine die—the whole body, ere they 
parted, joining in singing that beautiful and appropriate hymn 


569, and kneeling together in prayer as most solemnly and im- 
pressively led ‘by Rey. Dr. Waters. 


H. WILLS, President, 
K. Nicnoxzs, )- 
G. J. CuERsy, Secretaries, 
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